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To: The Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



24 October 2003 



Dear Sir: 



INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 



This letter is in reply to the Office Action dated 30 July 2003. 

The amendments presented herein are in the form permitted under the 31 January 
2003 Notice from the Deputy Commissioner for Patent Examination Policy, titled 
"Amendments in a Revised Format Now Permitted". In the Amendments to the 
Specification, Amendments to the Claims and Remarks, deleted text is indicated by 
strik e through and added text is underlined . In this response, references to line numbers 
are to the specification and claim line numbers as they were prior to any amendments 
referred to herein. 
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